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should have been the last of all races of mortals to have even fingered the 
abominable temptation to military fame, the sequel as they are to death, to 
so many of the children of Adam. 



ITEMS FOR REFLECTION. 

A Soldier's Testimony. — " Sir," said an old soldier to the Secretary 
of the London Peace Society at the close of one of his lectures on peace, 
" Sir, what you have related, 1 have seen, and much more. I was on the 
field of Waterloo ; and there I saw, on a plat of ground not much larger 
than a gentleman's garden, six thousand of my fellow-men with mangled 
limbs, dead or dying." 

Could we see the operations of war with our own eyes, as we do the ef- 
fects of intemperance, what tales of atrocity, anguish and horror might we 
tell ! But these the friends of peace know not by their own experience or 
observation ; and those who do, are reluctant to disclose them. 

Taxes in England consequent upon her Wars. — Taxes upon every 
thing which enters into the mouth, or covers the back, or is placed under 
the foot; — taxes upon every thing which it is pleasant to see, hear, feel, 
smell or taste ; taxes upon warmth, light and locomotion ; — taxes on every 
thing on earth, and the waters under the earth ; — on every thing that 
comes from abroad , or is grown at home ; — taxes on the raw material ; — taxes 
on every fresh value that is added to it by the industry of man ; — taxes on 
the sauce which pampers man's appetite, and the drug that restores him 
to health ; — on the ermine which decorates the Judge, and the rope which 
hangs the criminal ; — on the brass nails of the cotfin, and the ribands of 
the bride ; — at bed or board, couchant or levant, we must pay. 

The school-boy whips his taxed top; — the beardless youth manages his 
taxed horse with a taxed bridle on a taxed road ; and the dying English- 
man, pouring his medicine, which has paid seven per cent . , into a spoon 
which has paid fifteen per cent., flings himself back upon his chintz bed, 
which has paid twenty-two per cent., makes his will on an eight pound 
stamp, and expires in the arms of an apothecary who has paid a license 
of an hundred pounds for the liberty of putting him to death. His whole 
property is then immediately taxed from two to ten per cent. Besides the 
probate, large fees are demanded for burying him in the chancel ; his vir- 
tues are handed down to posterity on taxed marble ; and then he is gathered 
to his fathers — to be taxed no more. — Edinburgh Review. 

Missionaries among the Heathen — from the United States, 285, in- 
cluding 40 in Texas; from Europe, 777; in all 1062, or, without those in 
Texas, 1022, with 181 assistant missionaries, and 1,989 native assistants. 
A noble band ; but do they all, under God, save as many in heathen lands 
as the war-system even in a time of peace destroys in Christendom ? 

New Hampshire Militia Bill. — " The bill providing for a volunteer 
militia system, the whole number of soldiers not to exceed 9,000, passed 
the House, Wednesday, Dec. 18. On the test vote the majority for the bill 
was 136. This bill abolishes military trainings, except of Volunteer Com- 
panies, whose members are to be paid for their services, $ 3, per annum 
each. It provides for an enrolment of all persons of an age to do military 
duty, on the 1st of April in each year, of which a return is to be made to 
the Adjutant General on the 1st of June ensuing." 

This bill was lost in the Senate ; but the people, too long saddled with 
this superfluous burden, will ere-long extort from their Legislature a sim- 
ilar act. Our senseless and ridiculous system of militia drills must ere-long 
go by the board in all the free States. 



